Medical history and risk assessment.
The "graying" of America has resulted in dentists treating increased numbers of elderly patients, 60% of whom are dentate. Since the majority of elderly persons has at least one chronic disease, this chapter addresses critical aspects of history taking and risk assessment for the geriatric dental patient. Self-administered questionnaires have limitations in the geriatric population and the medical history must emphasize functional status, medication use, social support, and financial considerations. Common chronic diseases which potentially increase the risk of adverse events for the geriatric patient undergoing dental care are discussed. Effective dentist-physician communication is pivotal to the successful management of the elderly dental patient.